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He came to arizona in 1909, fresh from Yale University, where 
he’d earned a degree from the first forestry school in the United 

States. Like many young college graduates, 
aldo Leopold expected to leave his mark 
on the world. and he did. through his 

experiences and writings, Leopold became a leading voice against 
america’s indifference to ecology.

enthusiastic, energetic and, perhaps somewhat naïve in the ways 
of the West, Leopold traveled by train from iowa across the Great 
Plains to the soaring landscapes of the Southwest to work for the 
newly formed Forest Service. His first assignment — as a forest assis-

Leopold’s Legacy
Aldo Leopold is regarded as the father of wildlife 
conservation. He was from the Midwest, but his  
beliefs were born 100 years ago in Eastern Arizona.
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tant for the 1-year-old apache national Forest — brought him to the 
arizona territory. For the next two years, Leopold explored arizo-
na’s White mountains and fell in love with “the apache.” it was there 
that his views of wildlife and land conservation began to take shape.

over the next decade, he moved up the ranks in the Forest 
Service, becoming supervisor of new mexico’s carson national 
Forest. He was only 24. eventually, the conservationist left the 
Southwest and moved back to his native midwest, where he 
chaired the country’s first Department of Game management at 
the University of Wisconsin in madison. He’d spend the rest of his 
life in Wisconsin, but he never forgot his time in arizona.

in the course of his life, Leopold wrote more than 500 works, 
but he’s best known for A Sand County Almanac, a collection of 41 
essays that describe his Wisconsin home and outline his ideas 
about land ethics. in one of his most popular essays, Thinking Like a 
Mountain, Leopold wrote about killing a wolf in the Southwest: 

“We reached the old wolf in time to watch a fierce green fire 
dying in her eyes. i thought that because fewer wolves meant more 
deer, that no wolves would mean hunters’ paradise. But after see-
ing the green fire die, i sensed that neither the wolf nor the moun-
tain agreed with such a view.”

Leopold recognized that killing the wolf had serious implica-
tions on the mountain’s ecosystem. So, he wrote about the effects, as 
well as other ecological issues. although he died of a heart attack in 
1948 — while helping his neighbors fight a grass fire — his writings 
helped initiate the modern environmental movement, and today he’s 
regarded as the father of wildlife conservation in america.

this year marks the 100th anniversary 
of Leopold’s arrival in the Southwest. 
to honor that milestone, arizona State 
Parks has planned centennial celebra-
tions promoting his vision.
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This month  
in history

For more than eight decades, Arizona Highways 
has been renowned for its landscape photog-
raphy, but in August 1959, we shifted gears 
and highlighted man-made beauty instead — 
in the form of silver, steel and stone. Among 
other things, we looked at the Zuni craft of 
creating silver and stone jewelry, and the 
engineering of the world’s highest steel-arch 
bridge at Glen Canyon.

50 years ago 
i n  A r i Z o n A  H i G H w A y s

thejournal > history

For more information 
on Arizona state Parks 
events, visit www.
azstateparks.com.
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■ Prospector ed Schifflein staked 
his first mining claim in Southern 
arizona on august 1, 1877, naming 
his camp Tombstone.

■ In august 1881, newman Haynes 
Clanton, also known as old Man 
Clanton, was killed during an am-
bush while herding cattle through 
Guadalupe Canyon in Southeastern 
arizona near the Mexico border. 

■ robber Bill 
Brazelton was 
tracked and 
killed in august 
1888 after a 
stagecoach 

passenger recognized Brazelton’s 
horse by its crooked hoof.
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